Similarly, some air mail prepaid with British postage stamps appears to have
been dispatched via the cruiser Dupleix, and these items were likewise
postmarked on board.

She was transferred to the Indian Ocean in December 1939, continuing her
trade defense role. While in port, air mail could not be prepaid in local stamps –
that would have revealed the location of the ship – so a different way of
confirming payment was devised: the P.P. mark. This is thought to be of French
origin, so, since Hermes was nominally in the Indian Ocean (the censor mark is
dated 20/5 – presumably 1940? – then candidate ports of origin may be in
Madagascar, or perhaps Reunion?

However, shore-based officers could use the civil air mail, and this is what
we have here from Dakar in February 1940.

McFadyean was knighted in 1925. In 1929 the
Dawes Plan was replaced by the Young Plan,
with which he had no direct part, and this aimed
at a final settlement of reparations.

The addressee, Sir
Andrew McFadyean
was an interesting
man: he was born in
1887,
and
after
graduating
from
Oxford in 1909, he
joined the Treasury.
He
was
heavily
involved
in
the
construction
and
implementation of the
Dawes
Plan
for
Germany’s payment
of reparations after
WW1. He became
one of four allied
controllers
supervising payments
under the Dawes
Plan, and he was
based in Berlin as
commissioner
for
controlled revenues.

Upon his return from Berlin, he did not rejoin
the Treasury, but instead started a career in
the City of London. He became a director of
various companies, particularly of refugee
firms from Germany. He was chairman of S. G.
Warburg & Co. Ltd, from its inception in 1934
(as the New Trading Company Ltd) until 1952,
and a director until 1967, by which time it had
become a major merchant bank.

